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Mary, 2020
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SupremeCourt of Virginia, 2020

OVERVIEW

Nick Thompson focuses his practice on helping individuals and families navigate complex estate planning ,
guardianship, conservatorship, and adoption matters throughout Virginia. He advises ultra-high-net-worth and
high-net-worth clients on sophisticated planning strategies designed to preservewealth, protect loved ones, and
prepare for future generations. Nick also counsels families of individuals under a disability through the
uncontested guardianship process at affordable flat fees.

Before joining Pender & Coward, Nick practiced at two international law firms where he represented lenders,
borrowers, private equity firms, and public and private companies in complex commercial financing, mergers
and acquisitions, and energy transactions. That experience continues to shape his practical, business-minded
approach to solving sophisticated legal challenges for clients.

Nick combines technical legal knowledge with practical guidance, helping clients develop estate plans that
reflect their personal goals, family dynamics, and long-term objectives.

PracticeAreas

Nick advises clients across several interconnected areas of estate planning and fiduciary law.

Estate Planning
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Nick works with individuals and families to develop customized estate plans designed to preserve wealth,
minimize uncertainty, and protect future generations. Hiswork includes trusts, special needs trusts, wills, powers
of attorney, advancemedical directives, and sophisticated planning strategies for high-net-worth families.

Guardianship andConservatorship

Nick assists families with guardianship and conservatorship matters involving aging adults, individuals with
disabilities, and other situations requiring court-appointed decision-making. He provides practical, affordable
guidance throughwhat are often emotionally complex legal proceedings.

Adoption

Nick represents clients throughout the adoption process , helping families navigate legal requirements while
working toward successful outcomes for parents and children.

Business Succession&Wealth Transfer

Nick advises business owners and high-net-worth individuals on succession planning strategies that align
business objectiveswith long-term estate planning goals.

Helping Individuals andFamilies Plan for theFuture

Nick works with clients facing important life decisions involving family, wealth, incapacity planning, and
long-term care considerations.

His practice frequently involves:

c Comprehensive estate planning

c Trust creation and administration

c Guardianship proceedings

c Conservatorshipmatters

c Adoption planning

c Wealth preservation strategies

c Business succession considerations

c Planning for aging familymembers
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Whether developing sophisticated estate plans or helping families navigate guardianship proceedings, Nick
focuses on providing practical legal guidance tailored to each client's unique circumstances.

WhoNickRepresents

Nick advises a diverse range of clients throughout Virginia, including:

c Ultra-high-net-worth individuals

c High-net-worth families

c Business owners

c Executives

c Aging adults and their families

c Individuals under a disability and their families

c Parents pursuing adoption

c Individuals planning for future incapacity

c Fiduciaries and trustees

His clients often seek legal guidance during significant life events that require thoughtful planning and
experienced legal counsel.

RepresentativeExperience

Nick's practice includes advising clients onmatters involving:

c Sophisticated estate planning for high-net-worth families

c Guardianship and conservatorship proceedings

c Adoptionmatters

c Wealth transfer planning
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c Trust and estate planning strategies

c Business succession planning

c Complex commercial finance transactions

c Mergers and acquisitions involving public, private, and private equity companies

His prior experience advising financial institutions, businesses, and investors provides valuable perspective
when estate planning intersectswith business ownership and complex financial assets.

Approach toRepresentation

Nick believes estate planning is about more than preparing legal documents—it's about helping clients make
informed decisions that protect the people and assetsmost important to them.

He works closely with clients to understand their goals, explain complex legal concepts in practical terms, and
develop strategies that evolve as family, financial, and business circumstances change. His objective is to provide
thoughtful legal counsel that gives clients confidence in their long-term plans.

Teaching, LeadershipandProfessional Education

Nick currently serves as an Adjunct Professor leading the University of Richmond School of Law's Aging &
Disability Practicum.

Previously, he served as an Adjunct Professor andDirector ofWilliam&Mary LawSchool's Elder &Disability Law
Clinic, where he supervised students and helped educate future attorneys practicing in elder and disability law.

Nick also regularly presents continuing legal education seminars focused on guardianship and conservatorship
matters, helping legal professionals stay current on developments affecting Virginia law.

FrequentlyAskedQuestions

What types of estate planning clients doesNick Thompsonworkwith?

Nick advises individuals, families, business owners, and high-net-worth clients on sophisticated estate planning
strategies designed to preservewealth, protect loved ones, and prepare for future generations.

DoesNick Thompsonhandle guardianship andconservatorshipmatters?

Yes. Nick regularly assists families navigating guardianship and conservatorship proceedings involving aging
adults, individuals with disabilities, and other situations requiring court-appointed decision-making. Nick
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provides affordable guardianship services at flat rates.

Howmuchdouncontested guardianships cost inVirginia?

While Nick provides affordable uncontested guardianship services at flat rates, additional costs for obtaining
legal guardianshipmay include filing fees, guardian ad litem fees, and bond premiums. These additional feesmay
bewaived or paid for by the Commonwealth of Virginia based on certain factors.

CanNick Thompsonhelpbusiness ownerswith successionplanning?

Yes. Nick advises business owners on succession planning strategies that integrate business continuity with
broader estate planning andwealth transfer goals.

DoesNick Thompsonassistwith adoptionmatters?

Yes. Nick represents families throughout the adoption process, helping clients navigate legal requirements while
working toward successful outcomes.

WhatmakesNick Thompson's backgroundunique?

Before joining Pender & Coward, Nick practiced at international law firms advising clients on sophisticated
commercial finance, mergers and acquisitions, and energy transactions. He also teaches future attorneys as an
Adjunct Professor at the University of Richmond School of Law and regularly presents continuing legal education
seminars on guardianship and conservatorship.

ContactNickThompson

Whether you're planning for your family's future, navigating guardianship proceedings while searching for an
affordable guardianship attorney, or developing a sophisticated estate plan, Nick provides experienced legal
guidance tailored to your unique circumstances. To request a consultation, contact Pender &Coward.

REPRESENTATIVE CASES AND TRANSACTIONS

c Represented electric utility borrower in connection with a $2.5 billion master revolving credit facility with
sustainability-linked loan (“SLL”) features.

c Served as designated underwriters counsel in connectionwith issuance byWEC InfrastructureWind Holding I
LLC of $413.6 million private placement and $30million letter of credit facility supported by a portfolio of wind
assets.

c Represented tax equity investors in connection with refinancing and restructuring of a portfolio of wind
projects affected byWinter StormUri.
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c Represented RAF 2.0, LLC and its predecessor R.A.F. Industries, Inc. in its acquisitions and/or dispositions of
numerous companies, including Automated SystemsDesign, Priority Bicycles, andOccidental Manufacturing.

c Represented affiliates of Quilvest Private Equity in connection with its joint venture with Exer Urgent Care, a
premier network of urgent care clinics in Southern California.

HONORS & AWARDS

c Virginia Super Lawyers Rising Stars, 2026

MEMBERSHIPS

c Virginia Bar Association

c Richmond Bar Association

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

c University of Richmond School of Law, Adjunct Professor

c Hampton / Newport News Access to Justice Committee

c Central Virginia Legal Aid Society, Guardianship Triage Champion

c Boaz & Ruth, Board of Directors


